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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL. NATO, FRG 

SUBJECT: INITIAL FRG POSITION ON LTDP 

REFS: (A) STATE 68765 (B) STATE 68641 (C) STATE 68642 

1 . THE DEFENSE ATTACHE ON MARCH 17 DELIVERED TO THE 
FRG DEFENSE MINISTRY THE LETTERS TO THE DEFENSE MINISTER 
AND STATE SECRETARY AS INSTRUCTED IN REFS (B) AND (C). 

THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR FOLLOWED UP THIS MORNING WITH A 
CALL ON GENERAL ALTENBURG, ACTING HEAD OF THE POLITICAL 
MILITARY OFFICE AT THE FRG DEFENSE MINISTRY. HE REIT 
ERATED THE POINTS MADE IN THE LETTERS AND EXPRESSED US 
CONCERN THAT, WITHOUT FRG SUPPORT, A VERY WORTHWHILE 
EFFORT COULD COME TO NAUGHT. HE ARGUED THAT THIS WOULD 
BE NOT ONLY AGAINST OUR INTERESTS BUT ALSO AGAINST THE 
GERMANS’. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 05020 201951Z 


2. ALTENBURG REPLIED THAT THE GERMANS WELL UNDERSTOOD 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LONG TERM PROGRAM. THEIR DILEMMA 
IS PURELY FINANCIAL. THEY ARE ALREADY COMMITTED TO A 
FIVE YEAR PROGRAM, HEAVILY INVESTED-ORIENTED, AND PRO- 
CEEDING AT A GROWTH OF MORE THAN THREE PERCENT IN REAL 
TERMS PER YEAR. 
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3. THE PROBLEM, AS DESCRIBED BY ALTENBURG, APPEARS TO 
BE MORE A MATTER OF PRIORITIES THAN OF RESOURCES. HE 
INDICATED THAT THE GERMANS WERE GOING TO COMMIT THE 
RESOURCES, BUT IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE THE PRIORITIES 
ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE AGREED UNDER THE PROGRAM, IT 
WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO COMMIT THEMSELVES 
AS FULLY TO THE PROGRAM. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO THE ARGUMENT (PRESENTED REF B) THAT 
THE TOTAL COST OF ALL LTDP PROPOSALS WOULD BE IN THE 
RANGE OF CIRCA $80 BILLION OVER 15 YEARS, ALTENBURG 
SAID FRG ESTIMATES PLACED THE FIGURES CONSIDERABLY 
HIGHER. HE SAID THAT HE EXPECTED THAT IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO CLARIFY SOME OF THESE DIFFERENCES DURING 
THE EWG MEETING, WHICH HE WILL BE ATTENDING. 

5. THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR INDICATED THAT HE COULD 
UNDERSTAND THIS DILEMMA BUT THAT A FAILURE OF THE 
GERMANS TO SUPPORT THE LTDP STRONGLY AT THE UPCOMING 
EWG MEETING WOULD BE USED BY OTHER COUNTRIES AS AN 
EXCUSE TO REDUCE THEIR OWN PROGRAMS. THEREFORE, HE 
OBSERVED WHATEVER PROBLEMS THERE MAY BE ABOUT PRIORITY, 
IT WOULD SEEM TO BE IN THE FRG INTEREST NOT TO PROVIDE 
THIS KIND OF OPENING FOR OTHERS. ALTENBURG AGREED WITH 
THIS POINT, AND SAID THAT HE WOULD SPEAK IN THE MOST 
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POSITIVE POSSIBLE MANNER IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE THIS DID 
NOT HAPPEN. HE ADDED THAT THE FRG GENERALLY RETAINED 
A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LTDP. 

STOESSEL 
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